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A SITUATION REPORT ON
EMERGENCY TRANSBOUNDARY
OUTBREAK
PESTS (ETOPS) FOR AUGUST WITH A
FORECAST TILL MID-OCTOBER, 2002

SUMMARY

1. Summary: Thisreport provides an update
about recent activities on emergency
transhoundary outbreak pests (ETOPs) in Africa,
the Middle-East, Centra and Southwest Asia,
and Latin America. The report covers activitiesin
August and aforecast till mid-October, 2002.
Key ETOPs, including the desart, Itdian, the
African migratory, red, brown, Moroccan, and
the Madagascar migratory locusts, grasshoppers,
armyworm and grain-egting red-billed quelea
birds are covered by the report. A brief overview
of the current status of each of these pestsis
outlined in the remainder of this summary with
detailed accounts provided thereafter.

DESERT LOCUST, SCHISTOCERCA
GREGARIA (FORSKAL)

2. Desert locust, Schistocerca gregaria
(Forskal). The desart locust situation remained
cadm in Augudt in the summer breeding aressin
Sahdian west Africa. Inggnificantly low numbers
of isolated adults were reported in afew placesin
Mauritaniaand Niger. Small-scale breeding

could occur

in Sahdlian west Africa during the forecast period,
however, Sgnificant developments are not likely.

3. With the exception of isolated adults that were
seen in the coadtd plains of Y emen near Aden
and the hopper bands that were sighted mixed
with the African migratory locust, Locusta
migratoria (Walker) and treated on 400 hain the
Western Desert Region, Egypt, no locusts were
reported in the centrd region of the desert locust
outbresk area. A few isolated adults may appear
and persst during the forecast period in areas
where rainsfel recently in Sudan, Eritreaand

Y emen while other countries in the region will
most likdly remain free of locusts.

4. No sgnificant locust populations were
reported from the summer breeding areasin the
eadtern part of the desert locust outbreak regions.
Only very few, isolated adults at a dengty of Six
insects per hectare were seen in Tharparkar and
the Cholchistan Desert, Pakistan along the Indian
border during the second half of July and the first
week of August. Locust numbers will continue to
decline during the forecast period unless more
ransfdl.

OTHER LOCUSTSAND
GRASSHOPPERS.

5. Red locust, Nomadacris septemfasciata
(Surville). Severd red locust swarms and
concentrations of different Szes and dengties
were sighted and controlled in the Iku-Katavi,
Malagaras and Wembere outbresk areasin
Tanzania. Surveys and control operations were
carried out by IRLCO-CSA in
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collaboration with the Plant Hedlth Services of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security, of
Tanzaniaand the Desert Locust Control
Organization for Eastern Africa (DLCO-EA). The
U.N. Food and Agriculturd Organization (FAO)
provided financial and technica assistance.
Control operations were carried out on more than
6,100 hausing close to 3,000 liters of Fenitrothion
96% ULV. Thered locust Stuation in the other
outbreak areas, including Lake Chilwaplansin
Maawi, Buzi-Gorongosa plainsin Mozambique,
Lake Rukwa plainsin Tanzania, Kafue Flats and
Mweru wa Ntipa plainsin Zambia, remained
relatively quite.

6. Madagascar migratory locust, Locusta
migratoria capito (L.). No detailed information
was received on the Maagasy migratory locust at
the time this report was compiled. A locust
assessment report being prepared by an FAO
expert is expected to be released soon.
Meanwhile, the Nationd Environmenta Office and
the Department of Plant Protection conducted an
environmental assessment on locust control to
satisfy arequirement by the World Bank for
disbursing funds for locust control. The
assessment recommended that Fipronil can only
be applied as a barrier treatment when used for
locust control, GIS cgpability should be
srengthened, a strategy for locust early warning
system should be developed and locust operations
should be decentralized.

7. No reports were received on the African
migratory locudt, Locusta migratoria (Linne),
brown locust(except for the activities reported
under section 3, above), Locustana pardalina
(Walker), Moroccan/Mediterranean locugt,

Dociostaurus maroccanus (Thunberg), Itdian
locugt, Calliptamus italicus (Linne), tree locugt,
Anacridium melanorhodon (Walker),

the Senegal ese grasshopper, Oedaleus
senegalenis (Krauss), or the stink grasshopper,
Zonocerus variegatus (Linne). No outbreaks
are expected during the forecast period.

No reports were received on locusts from Latin
Americaor other countries in the region.

The locust campaign in Afghanistan has more or
less been successfully completed. Plans for
cgpacity building to hdp implement early
interventions during the next breeding season to
avert potential outbreaks are being initiated.

8. Armyworm, Spodoptera exempta
(Walker). No reports were received on
armyworm in the DLCO/EA or the IRLCO/CSA
member countries. Significant armyworm
activities are not expected during the forecast

period.

9. Red-billed quelea, Quelea quelea (L.).
Red billed quelea birds were reported causing
damage to smdl grain cered cropsin Narok,
Nakuru, Uasin Gishu didtricts of Rift Vadley
Province and in Nyando, Kisumu, Homa Bay,
Siaya and Suba digtricts in Nyanza Province,
Kenya The birds attacked wheget, barley and
rice fidds causing substantial damage. Control
operations were carried out by the Plant
Protection Servicesin collaboration with
DLCO/EA, which provided a spray aircraft. Itis
likely that both ground and aerid spray operations
will continue until the bird populations are kept
under control. Quelea birds were also reported
causing damage to small grain cered cropsin
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Arusha and

Klimanjaro Regions of Tanzania, where control
operations are launched by the Plant Protection
Services and the DLCO/EA. End of Summary.

ENVIRONMENTAL SITUATION:
WEATHER AND ECOLOGICAL
CONDITIONS

10. With the oscillation between 16-17 N and an
occasond surge north of the oscillation area, the
Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ) brought
somerain to Hodhs Chargui and Gharbi, Assaba,
Tagant, parts of Brakna, Tiris Zammou, and
Inchiri, Mauritaniain August. Adrar des Iforas,
Tilemd valey, and Tamesna, northern Mdi,
southern Air, Niger, and Abeche and Fada,
eastern Chad also received moderate to good
ransin August. Asaresult, conditions are
expected to improve during the forecast period.

11. Moderate showersfell south of the Atlas
Mountainsin August and light rainsfell dong the
Atlantic coast in Morocco, parts of northern
Sahara, near Tindouf and Hoggar Mountains and
aong the Mdian border in Algeria. However,
breeding conditions are not expected to improve
sgnificantly.

12. Moderaeto good rainsfdl in anumber of
places in the summer breeding areas in eastern
Africaand the Red Seacoasts. Asaresults
conditions have improved, especidly in Sudan and
Somdli.

13. The Red Sea coadtd plains of Saudi Arabia
and Y emen recelved moderate to heavy rainsin

Augus. Light to moderate rains have dso falen
in the northern interior of Oman

and in the Musandam Peninsula. Condition are
expected to improve in these aress.

14. Mo of the summer breeding areas along the
Indo-Pakistan border remained dry. Only afew
light showers were reported in parts of Rgasthan,
India during the firgt haf of August. Consequently,
breeding conditions are expected to remain
unfavorable in these areas during the forecast

period.

15. The westher conditionsin the red locust
outbreak areas remained dry with rdaively high
temperatures.

DESERT LOCUST ACTIVITIES

16. Western and northwestern Africa.
|solated mature adults were seen in August in
Mauritaniaat the following locations:
1702N/0941W, 1632N/0712W,
1829N/1131W, 1658N/1514W, with the largest
infestation observed over 8,000 ha north of Aioun
(1702N/0941W). Adult locust populations were
reported (by nomads) on 17 August at
Assamamat (1905N/0024W) in Timetrine, Mdli.
No locusts were reported from Morocco, Niger,
Chad, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Cape Verde,
Gambia, Guinea Bissau and Guinea Conakry,
Algeria Tunisaand Libya

17. Forecast: Smadll-scale breeding will occur and
dightly increase the number of locugtsin the
southern and central Mauritania. Scattered adults
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are likely to be present and breed in the Adrar des
Iforas, Tilemd, Timetrine and Tamesna, Mdli,
Tamesna and western Aiir, Niger aswell asinthe
eagtern and northeastern Chad, near Abeche and
Fadawhererainsfdl recently. A few locugts
could also occur

towards the end of the forecast period in areas of
recent rainfal in the Adrar Souttouf, southern
Morocco. Other countriesin the region will likely
remain free from locudts.

18. Eagtern Africa, northeastern Africa, and
the Near East. No sgnificant locugt activities
were reported in August in these regions except a
few isolated adults that were seen on 23 August at
1249N/4414E on the coastal plains west of Aden,
Yemen.

19. Forecast: Isolated adults are likely to be
present and breed on a small-scale in Northern
Darfur, Northern Kordofan, and the White Nile
States, Sudan. Some adults may aso begin
gppearing in the Red Sea coasts in Eritrea and
gtart breeding toward the end of the forecast
period. A few isolated locusts may be present and
breed on a small-scale in areas of recent rainfall
near Jizan, Saudi Arabia. Apart from these, the
locugt Stuetion will likely remain cam in Kenya,
Tanzania, Uganda, Oman, Kuwait, UAR, Bahrain,
Irag, Isradl, Jordan, Qatar, Syria, and Turkey.

20. Eagternregion. No sgnificant locust
populations were reported from the summer
breeding areas in the eastern part of the desert
locust outbreak regions-India, Pakistan, Iran and
Afghanigan. Only very few isolated adults at a
density of Sx insects per hectare were seen during

the second half of July and the first week of
August in Tharparkar and the Cholchistan Desert,
Pakistan dong the Indian border. Locust
numbers will continue to dedline during the
forecast period unlessrainsfal.

21. Forecast: Low numbersof adults are
expected to persist in the Tharparkar and
Cholistan deserts, Pakistan and the numbers will
likely decline. No further developments are
expected in the other countriesin the region
during the forecast period.

OTHER LOCUST AND GRASSHOPPER
ACTIVITIES

22. Moroccan/M editerranean locust,
Dociostaurus maroccanus (Thunberg) and
the ltalian locust, Calliptamusitalicus
(Linne): No reports were received on the
Moroccar/ Mediterranean or the Italian locust in
Centrd Asian countries. Surveys are currently
underway to establish egg laying areas to plan
effective early intervention next Spring. The
campaign operations againg the locugt invasions
in Afghanistan has been more or less successfully
completed. Plansfor capacity strengthening,
which ams a implementing early interventions
during the next breeding season to avert
possihility for a potentia outbreak is being
initiated.

23. Forecast: No locust activities are expected
to occur during the forecast period. Eggs that
were laid by the Moroccan locust in Afghanistan
and other countriesin the region

will remain inactive until the following cropping
Season.
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24. Lain Americaand the Carribean (LAC).
No reports were received on locusts or
grasshoppersin LAC countries.

25. Forecadt. Limited activities may occur in a
few places, but no sgnificant developments are
expected during the forecast period.

26. Red locust, N. septemfasciata (Surville).
Severa red locust concentrations and swarms of
different Szes and dengties were located and
controlled in the Iku-Katavi, Mdagaras and
Wembere outbregk areasin Tanzania. Surveys
and control operations were carried out by
IRLCO-CSA in collaboration with Plant Health
Services of the Minigtry of Agriculture and Food
Security, Tanzaniaand the Desert Locust Control
Organization for Eastern Africa (DLCO-EA). The
Food and Agriculturd Organization (FAO)
provided financid assistance and a consultant on
locusts and control operations were carried out
againg the red locust swarms and concentrations
on more than 6,100 ha with close to 3,000 liters of
Fenitrothion 96% ULV. Of the 6,100 ha swarms
and concentrations covering close to 3,170 ha
were located in the Iku-Katavi outbresk areas and
controlled using atotal of 1,580 liters of
Fenitrothion 96% ULV. Over 90% of the Katavi
plains had been burnt. Isolated to scattered locusts
were flushed in the unburnt grassidands. Inthe
Wembere outbresk area, where gpproximately
30% of the grass had been burnt, 25 locust
swarms and concentrations covering close to
2,250 ha were controlled using 1,100 liters of
Fenitrothion 96% ULV. Inthe Mdagaras Basn,
where less than 30% of the plains had been burnt,
four swarms and one concentration covering
gpproximately 700 ha were controlled using 350
liters of Fenitrothion 96%.ULV. Thered locust

gtuation in the other outbresk areas, including
Lake Chilwa plainsin Mdawi, Buzi-Gorongosa
plainsin Mozambique, Lake Rukwa plansin
Tanzania, Kafue FHats and Mweru wa Ntipa
plansin Zambia, remained reatively quite.

27. Forecast: The seasond grass burning
currently in progressin al the red locust outbresk
aressislikely to further concentrate the locustsin
unburnt grassidands. However, the probability of
some of the swarms migrating out of the Iku-
Katavi, Wembere, and Maagaras outbreak
areas and invading neighboring countriesis
reduced significantly after control operations were
implemented. Nevertheless, the resdud locust
populations in the outbreak areas are likely to
dart laying eggs with the on set of therainsin late
October.

Note: Theend of the current drought affecting
Zambia, Mdawi, Swaziland, Mozambique and
Zimbabwe, will likely trigger serious outbreaks of
ETOPs affecting the traditiond red locust aswell
as armyworm outbresk regionsin Mdawi,
Mozambique, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Post-
drought outbreaks of brown locusts may adso
become more evident in southern Botswana,
southern Namibiaand South Africa Itis
important that routine survey and monitoring
activities are implemented.

28. Madagascar migratory Locust, locusta
migratoria capito (L.). No detaled
information was available on the Maagasy
migratory locust at the time this report was
compiled. A locust assessment report whichis
being prepared by an FAO expert is expected to
be released soon. Meanwhile, the National
Environmenta Office and the Department of Plant
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Protection conducted an environmental
assessment on the locust control  in the country to
satisfy arequirement by the World Bank for
disbursing funds. The assessment recommended
that Fipronil can only be

gpplied as a barrier treetment when used for locust
contral, the locust Unit's cgpatiility to implement a
Gl S-based surveillance system should be
drengthened, a srategy for locust early warning
system should be developed and locust operations
should be decentralized.

29. Brown locugt, Locustana pardalina
(Walker): No reports were received on brown
locudt, L. pardalina (Walker). No outbreaks are
expected during the forecast period, however,
vigilant surveillance and monitoring are
recommended to avoid any unexpected surprises
and damage to crops and pasture.

ARMYWORM ACTIVITIES

30. Armyworm, Spodoptera exempta
(Walker). No report was received on
Armyworm outbresks from the DLCO./EA or
IRLCO-CSA member countries.

31. Forecast: Mogt of the DLCO/EA and
IRLCO/CSA member countries are likely to
remain free from any serious armyworm
infestations during the forecast period.

QUELEA BIRD ACTIVITIES

32. Red-billed quelea, Quelea quelea (L.).
Red billed quelea birds were reported causing
damage to smdl grain cered cropsin Narok,
Nakuru, Uasin Gishu didtricts of Rift Vdley
Province and in Nyando, Kisumu, Homa Bay,

Sayaand Subadidrictsin Nyanza Province,
Kenya. The birds attacked whest, barley and
rice fields causing substantial damage. Control
operations were carried out by the Plant
Protection Servicesin collaboration with the help
of DLCO-EA’s spray aircraft. Quelea

birds were aso reported causing damage to smdll
grain cered cropsin Arushaand

Klimanjaro Regions of Tanzania, where control
operations are launched by the Plant Protection
Services and the DLCO-EA.

33. Forecast: Queeabirdsare likely to continue
being a problem to smdl grain cered growersin
the Rift VVdley Province of Kenya and the Arusha
region of Tanzania. Both ground and aerid Sporay
operations are likdly to continue in Tanzaniato
keep the bird under control.

RECOMMENDATIONS

34. Although the current locust and other
migratory pest populations, by and large, did not
cdl for sgnificant control actions, some intensive
control operations were carried out against red
locugtsin Tanzania and quelea birds in Kenyaand
Tanzania. 1t should be noted that, if left
unattended, there isalikdihood for the pest
populations to gradually increase in the coming
monthsto alevel that could pose serious threats
to crops and pasture. Therefore, it is crucid that
regular surveillance and monitoring are maintained
and that reports are communicated promptly to
the gppropriate bodies within the nationd,
regiond and international systems.

ACTION REQUESTED AND CONTACT
INFORMATION
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35. The Africa Emergency Locust/ Grasshopper
Assgtance (AELGA) project is

administered by the United States Agency for
Internationd Development (USAID), Bureau for
Africa (AFR), Office of Sustainable Development
(SD), Crigs Mitigation and Recovery divison
(CMR). AELGA works closdly with the United
Nations' Food and

Agriculture Organization (UN/FAO), DLCO/EA,
IRLOC/CSA, USAID bilatera and regiona
missions, research establishments, and host
country minigtries and aso shares reports with the
Information Core for Southern Africa Migratory
Pests (ICOSAMP) to provide continuous
monitoring and analysis of risks associated with
ETOPs that have the potentid for large-scale
emergency outbreaks. Through these efforts,
AELGA collects information and data on ETOPs
to compile and disseminate its S TREPS to dl
interested parties. Unsolicited reports or
information about ETOP gtuations and activitiesin
your region or country are aways welcome and
appreciated.

36. Missonswith programs on food security,
emergency pests and other related activities,
host countries and regiona organizations with
smilar portfolios, and other stakeholders are
kindly requested to forward their reports by
thelast day of the reporting month or within
thefirst three days of the following month.
Please, forward reports, information,
guestions, and/or requeststo Dr. Yeneneh T.
Belayneh, ybelayneh@afr-sd.org FAX: 202-
219-0506 (USA) with acc to Drs. Joe Vorgetts
(jvorgetts@afr-sd.org) and Harry Bottenberg,
Hbottenberg@afr-sd.org

For moreinformation on the weather

conditions, please, visit the following web
sites:

http:/Ammw.fao.ora/WAICENT /faoinfo/economic/
giews/economic/engdish/esahel/sehtoc.htm

http://www.fews.net

For moreinformation on ETOPs activities,
you may visit:

http:/Avww.fao.ora/news/aloba/l ocusts/l ocuhome.
htm
http:/Amww.engalish/newsroom/news/2002/5000-
enhtny/

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT AELGA’S
ACTIVITIES, DO VIS T USAT OUR WEB
SITE:WWW.AELGA.NET

Interregiond Trainer Training Course on
Alternative Application Strategies and Tactics
(AAST) for acridid control. Nov. 2002. Those
interested can contact Dr. Yeneneh T.
Belayneh, ybelayneh@afr-sd.or g, phoneffax:
202-219-0495/202-219-0506 (USA)
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